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Subject-Verb Agreement 

Agreement means that the subject and the verb of a sentence or clause match. If a subject is 
singular, then a singular verb is required; if a subject is plural, then a plural verb is 
required. 

Examples: 

Jerry has been training for the marathon for several months. ✓ (Singular subject; 
singular verb) 

The marathon route starts at the Verrazano Bridge and passes through all five of the 
boroughs. ✓ (Singular subject; singular verbs) 

Spectators have lined the final mile of the course since early this morning. ✓ (Plural 
subject; plural verb) 

After 26 miles, the runners are approaching the finish line of the marathon. ✓ (Plural 
subject; plural verb) 

When the subject and verb do not match, we say that there is a failure of agreement 
between the subject and verb. 

Example: 

More Broadway shows opens in April than in any other month because the eligibility 
deadline for the Tony awards comes at the end of the month. x (Plural subject; singular 
verb) 

The only absolutely sure way to avoid errors of subject-verb agreement is to identify the 
subject, identify the verb, and make sure that they agree. 

TIP: As you read, circle subjects and underline verbs. Then check for 

agreement. 

It's Not Always That Easy 
In complex sentences, problems of subject-verb agreement can be more difficult to spot. 

Examples: 

Star performers in the movies or on television usually earns substantial income from 
royalties. x 












